The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 25 January 2026
	Epiphany 3/Conversion of Paul
Collect
Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel
to shine throughout the world through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul:
grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion may follow him in bearing witness 
to your truth; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Jeremiah 1: 4-10
The word of the LORD came to me saying,
5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’
6Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ 
7But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you.8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.’
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, ‘Now I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down,  to destroy and to overthrow, to build & to plant.’

Acts 9: 1-22
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ 7The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 
11The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ 
13But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ 15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptised, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ 21All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ 22Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.

Matthew 19: 27-end
 Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?’ 28Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
29And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. 30But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking 
of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.

We pray for the following: 
[bookmark: _Hlk217157578]Anne Hobson, Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, 
Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, Coral Edwards, Jonathan Fraser, Mark, Louise, Andrew,
Anne-Marie, Michael Webb, Rob Loupart.

This week
Tues 27th 10-12 Coffee Morning–Hanwood Church
Wed 28th 11.30am – Funeral of Gill Middleton and burial in churchyard – Longden Church
	2pm Pulverbatch PCC – Mrs I Morris home
	7.30pm Hanwood PCC – Rectory + zoom

Sunday 1 February – Presentation of Christ
11am       Sunday Praise - Annscroft
11am       Holy Communion -  Hanwood


We pray for our Benefice
[bookmark: _Hlk60137235]For those living on Lyth Bank & Hill, Annscroft 
Sun. 	 Christ Church & the PCC 
Mon	 Deanery Clergy and Readers	
Tues. 	 Rural Dean – Rev Greg Smith
Weds. 	 Deanery Synod members	
Thurs.  Shops & Post Offices  
Fri. 	Postal staff, bus drivers
Sat	The vulnerable people in our society –
           pensioners, sick, disabled, unemployed

Revd. Fergus Butler-Gallie
Rev Butler-Gallie will be at St George's Church, Pontesbury on Thursday 5th February at 7pm to provide a talk about his book, Twelve Churches: an unlikely history of the buildings that made Christianity.  In this book, he takes us from Bethlehem and the birth of Christ, to the immediate present and future of Christianity. 
It is a quest for a new people's history of Christianity, told through the stories of twelve churches scattered across the globe. Through a patchwork of interlinking and varied human stories, Butler-Gallie takes us on a physical and historical journey, exploring the role of hope, faith and beauty in Christianity, but also its fraught relationships with sex, violence and power.

LENT COURSES
The forty days of Lent are a time to enter the wilderness with Christ, to push into prayer
and deepen our spiritual formation. This Lent you are invited to dive into the ancient wisdom of the Desert Fathers and Mothers: a radically counter-cultural movement that chose to live, work and pray away from civilised society, in the foreboding desert landscape through the third and fourth centuries AD.
` The Desert Fathers and Mothers came after a time of extreme persecution for the Church, and were endeavouring to navigate an era in which Christianity was increasingly politicised by Rome, the superpower of their day.
` They craved silence, solitude and spirituality in a busy, noisy world, dropping ‘off-grid’ to look for a simpler, truer life.
` And they were hungry for holiness, troubled by the compromised state of the Church, which was looking less and less like Jesus the more power and prestige it gained.
Our Sunday sermons will follow themes and we will explore questions in two small groups:
1. From 2.30pm to 3.30pm in the Rectory on Thursday afternoons from 19th February to 2nd April inclusive.
2. On zoom 3.30pm - 4.30pm every Tuesday afternoon, from 17th February through to 31st March inclusive except for Tuesday 24th February when the zoom will be at 4.30pm on Thursday 26th February. Do ask for the zoom invite.
 The themes for each week will be:
◊ The desert as a place of prayer
◊ The desert as a place of testing
◊ The desert as a place of silence and solitude
◊ The desert as a place of self-denial
◊ The desert as a place to find wisdom
◊ The desert as a place to grow in humility
◊ Finally, on Palm Sunday, the desert as a place to carry with us.

Individuals are encouraged to go deeper on the theme by praying each Morning with Lectio 365, and watching the video profile of a Desert Mother or Father for that week: see lectio365.com/desertresources.
Alternative Lent Course run by RE_SOURCE
Tuesdays from 24th February 2026, 1.30-3pm ON Zoom 
Alive in Christ is a course for small groups, whose aim is to offer each member of the group a transforming experience of God’s love, enabling them to love and forgive others and helping them to become confident about serving God as a member of Christ’s Body. RE_SOURCE is a Christian organization committed to supporting renewal in the Church of England, based in Telford. Sarah Clark will run this course. 
