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Epiphany 2
Beginning of the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity
Invocation
May the name of the Lord be blessed forever, for His name is before the sun.
All the nations of the earth will be blessed through Him and all generations will extol Him.
Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, the only worker of wondrous deeds. The holy name of His glory is forever blessed. The whole world will be filled with His glory. Amen! Amen!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Again in peace let us beseech the Lord. Heed our prayers, raise us to life and have mercy on us.
Blessing and glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Psalm 72:15-18 (adapted)

Collect
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end:
bring us with the whole creation to your glory, hidden through past ages and made known
in Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

Isaiah 58: 6-11
Is not this the fast that I choose:
 to loose the bonds of injustice,
 to undo the thongs of the yoke,
 to let the oppressed go free,
 and to break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
  and bring the homeless poor into your house;
  when you see the naked, to cover them,
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
  and your healing shall spring up quickly;
  your vindicator shall go before you,
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rearguard.
9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
  you shall cry for help, & he will say, Here I am.
  If you remove the yoke from among you,
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10 if you offer your food to the hungry
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
   then your light shall rise in the darkness
   and your gloom be like the noonday.
11 The LORD will guide you continually,
    and satisfy your needs in parched places,
    and make your bones strong;
    and you shall be like a watered garden,
    like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.

Ephesians 4: 1-13
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it is said,
‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.’
9 (When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.

John 12: 31-36
 Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
34 The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ 35 Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’

Introduction to the Peace
From sunrise in the east to sunset in the west, blessed are You, O Lord, because You are King, and Your name is revered throughout the universe. Let our psalmody resound sweetly in Your hearing. Let justice dawn from Your righteousness and rise over our frailty, and may Your most holy name be glorified. And let us become worthy to abide by Your commandments and to sing praise and glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Post Communion Prayer
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word
who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Final Prayer
Gracious Lord, God of all,
Guide for the lost, Light for those in darkness.
Our eyes turn to You; hear our prayers.
May the sun of Your glory shine forth, giving life and light to all, from the east to the west, and from the north to the south. Let the morning rays of Your eternal spring awaken us who await Your coming.
O Jesus Christ, Light from the Light, dwell within us, who have come together to worship Your holy and precious name. Let Your life-giving radiance kindle within us a deeper love for one another. May Your brilliant light stir us to ever more flourishing unity. Like diverse flowers in the garden of Your Kingdom, may Your divine brilliance cause us to bloom in harmony. And so, all as one, may we joyfully praise and glorify You, and the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Adapted from St Gregory of Narek

We pray for the following: 
[bookmark: _Hlk217157578]Anne Hobson, Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, 
Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, Coral Edwards, Jonathan Fraser, Mark, Louise, Andrew,
Anne-Marie, Michael Webb, Rob Loupart.

This week
Mon 19th 3.15pm Messy Church – Hanwood 
                                                Village Hall
Tues 20th 10-12 Coffee Morning – Hanwood Church
12noon Funeral of Heather Huntbach at            Pulverbatch Church, burial in cemetery
               7pm The Gathering, Marton Village Hall
Thurs 22nd 10am Holy Communion - Longden

Sunday 25 January – Conversion of Paul
9.30am    Holy Communion – Pulverbatch
11am       Holy Communion - Longden
11am       Holy Communion -  Hanwood

We pray for our Benefice
[bookmark: _Hlk22146832]For those living in Cothercott, Wilderley, 
Church and Castle Pulverbatch, Wrentnall, Oaks.
Sun. 	St Edith’s & the PCC Church 
Mon. 	Pulverbatch Village Hall
Tues. 	Pulverbatch Parish Council
Weds.  Paramedics & physiotherapists
Thurs. 	Parents and carers
Fri. 	Children's Homes  
Sat. 	The White Horse
Prayer notes for next 8 days are available at
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2026 - CTBI
Day 1 Our call to unity
Verse for the Day ‘I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called’ (Ephesians 4:1).
Additional Scripture Passages: Micah 6:6-8, Psalm 133, John 15:15-17
Commentary: How often do we consider our own call to unity? Ephesians 4:1 emphasises the significance of living ‘a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called’. The work of Christian unity can be regarded as optional, an ‘add-on’, but the letter to the Ephesians reminds us that the call to unity is critical to God’s mission on earth. Christian unity is a gift from God that enriches the lives of individuals, churches and the wider community. As we work and worship with those of other Christian traditions, we learn more of God and are better equipped to serve others and to challenge injustice. In an increasingly divided world, God calls us all to overcome barriers and become instruments of reconciliation, inviting us to be Christ’s hands and feet.
Recognising and humbly embracing this call to unity enables the Church to reflect Christ to the world, as we seek to nurture harmonious and supportive fellowship with others and seek to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.
Reflection: Calling me out, releasing my heart. Ears to hear, a will to embrace. Open, and humble. New perspectives revealed, a facet of grace unseen. Growing in love. Together, becoming worthy of God’s call.
Prayer: Loving God, You have called us to unity.
May our response to Your call lead us to actively seek justice and reconciliation and share Your light with the world. Amen.
Questions
· Personal: How does reflecting on ‘the calling to which you have been called’ inspire you to greater Christian unity?
· Local: How is the call to unity currently expressed within your local context?
· Global: What difference can increased Christian unity make to wider society?
Go and Do (see www.ctbi.org.uk/goanddo)
· Personal: Reflect upon your Christian tradition 
· Local: Go to the service of another church
· Global: Find a discussion group to reflect upon what the Nicaea 1700 anniversary means for you.

