
The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 7 December 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent
Collect
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again
as judge and saviour, we may be ready 
to receive him, who is our Lord and our God    Amen

Isaiah 11: 1-10
  A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
   the spirit of counsel and might,
   the spirit of knowledge 
   and the fear of the LORD.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
  He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
   or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
  & decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
  he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
  mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
  kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his  
  waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
   the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 
  asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
  the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
  mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
  knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover 
  the sea.
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
   signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
   of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19
  Give the king your judgements, O God, 
   and your righteousness to the son of a king.
2  Then shall he judge your people righteously 
   and your poor with justice.
3  May the mountains bring forth peace, 
   and the little hills righteousness for the people.
4  May he defend the poor among the people, 
   deliver the children of the needy and crush the 
   oppressor.5  May he live as long as the sun and
   moon endure, from one generation to another.
6  May he come down like rain upon the mown 
   grass, like the showers that water the earth.
7  In his time shall righteousness flourish, and
   abundance of peace till the moon shall be
   no more.
18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    who alone does wonderful things.
19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever. 
   May all the earth be filled with his glory.
   Amen. Amen.

Matthew 3: 1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’
3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.” ’4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many Pharisees & Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down & thrown into the fire.
11 I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
12His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

Post Communion Prayer
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent wreath prayer
Lord Jesus, light of the world,
the prophets said you would bring peace
and save your people in trouble.
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
and show all the world God’s love.
Amen.

We pray for the following: 
Anne Hobson, Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, 
Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, 
Jonathan Fraser, Mark, Louise, Andrew,
Anne-Marie, Michael Webb.

The Week Ahead
Mon 8th 3.30pm Christingle – Longden 
Sat 13th 6.30pm Carols – Cock Inn, Hanwood

Sunday 14 December – Advent 3
   11am   Holy Communion – Annscroft
   11am   Holy Communion – Hanwood
    4pm    Christingle and gift service – Hanwood, bring a gift for a needy family
    5pm    Christmas Blessings - Annscroft

[bookmark: _Hlk528227014]We pray for our Benefice: 
[bookmark: _Hlk22146832]For those living in Hook-a-Gate, Welbatch, Whitley, Exfords Green, Lower Common. 
Sun. 	Rea Valley Foodbank
Mon. 	Local Councillors
Tues. 	Our MP & Shropshire Council
Wed.	Our neighbours
Thur. 	Local farmers
Fri. 	Hillside Nursery, Hook-a-gate
Sat.	The New Inn, Hook-a-gate

Theme for December

Pray
· Nature: Take a walk in nature, noticing the stillness and quiet. Give thanks to God.
· Music and dance: Learn a slow dance. 
· Art/creativity: Light a candle while writing Christmas cards or Christmas Cooking. 
· Literature: Read or write poetry about watching and waiting intentionally.
· Meditation: Christmas poems and stories at 5pm at Annscroft Church on Sun 14th Dec  
· Themes: Finding times of quietness and stillness – being intentionally in God’s presence. 
Act
· Donate: To local charities supporting homeless – The Ark - and mental health.
· Include: Offer to visit or invite someone round who is lonely.
· Support: Write a Christmas card to a UK person in prison abroad  Take part in our Christmas Card Scheme 2025! | Prisoners Abroad
· Nature: Get up and out and watch the sunrise and sunset, look out for owls. Enjoy the stars. Praise God.
· Christmas Eve Midnight Holy Communion – Longden and Hanwood, mulled wine at 11pm
Receive
· All Age Christingle Services –  oranges provided at both: Mon 8 Dec at 3.15pm in Longden Church, Sun 14 Dec 4pm in Hanwood Church (bring a gift for a needy family)
· Carols in pubs: The Cock Inn, Hanwood Sat 13 Dec at 6.30pm; Tankerville Arms, Longden Thu 18 Dec at 6.30pm - come and enjoy.
· Candle lit Carol Services in Pulverbatch Church and Hanwood Church at 6.30pm on Sun 21 Dec and 2pm on Zoom.

Growing our Faith
· Scripture: Read Luke’s account of birth of Jesus – ch 1-2, Micah 5.2-4, Isaiah 9.2,6-7.
· Topics of faith: watch a family video on preparing for Christmas  Christmas Family Series | Out of the Box | Inspiring children through performing arts. 
· Sermons here:  Sunday Sermons and talks - St Thomas Hanwood
· Spiritual care/reflection: Explore the challenges of Watching and Waiting in a world distracted by commercialism.




