
The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 23 November 2025 
Christ the King
Collect
God the Father, help us to hear the call 
of Christ the King and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory. Amen

Psalm 46
   God is our refuge and strength, 
   a very present help in trouble;
2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be 
   moved, and though the mountains tremble in 
   the heart of the sea;
3  Though the waters rage and swell, 
   and though the mountains quake at the 
   towering seas.
4  There is a river whose streams make glad the 
   city of God, the holy place of the dwelling 
   of the Most High.
5  God is in the midst of her;
   therefore shall she not be removed; 
   God shall help her at the break of day.
6  The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are 
   shaken, 
   but God utters his voice and the earth shall 
   melt away.
7  The Lord of hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8  Come and behold the works of the Lord, 
   what destruction he has wrought upon the 
   earth.
9  He makes wars to cease in all the world; 
   he shatters the bow and snaps the spear
    and burns the chariots in the fire.
10  ‘Be still, and know that I am God; 
     I will be exalted among the nations;
     I will be exalted in the earth.’
11  The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Colossians 1: 11-20
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
 
Luke 23: 33-43
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 
40But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
43He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’

Post Communion Prayer
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth 
the fruit of good works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We pray for the following: 
Anne Hobson, Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, 
Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, 
Jonathan Fraser, Mark, Louise, Andrew,
Anne-Marie, Michael Webb.

The Week Ahead
Mon 24th 7.30pm Hanwood PCC in Rectory and on
zoom
Tue 25th 7pm Longden/Annscroft PCC in Rectory
and on zoom
Wed 26th 2pm Pulverbatch PCC at home of Mrs L
Clarkson
7pm Diocesan Synod on line
Thurs 27th 10am Holy Communion -  Longden

Sunday 30 November – Advent Sunday
11am   Benefice Messy Church & Holy Communion – Annscroft - Craft and reflection woven into service followed by casserole meal
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING
5pm Deanery Choral Evensong WITH CHOIR at
Hanwood Church

[bookmark: _Hlk528227014]We pray for our Benefice: 
For those living in Longden, Longden Manor and Longden Common Lane 
Sun. 	St Ruthen’s Church & the PCC 
Mon. 	Longden Primary School
Tues. 	Longden Parish Council
Wed. 	Doctors, dentists, nurses
Thur. 	The widowed and bereaved
Fri. 	The Red Lion
Sat. 	Longden Village Hall. 


