
The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 16 February 2025
 Third Sunday before Lent

A warm welcome to The Revd Gerard van der Brug and his wife Lies and to the family of Revd Ian Ross as Ian celebrates his 90th birthday.

Collect
Eternal God,
whose Son went among the crowds
and brought healing with his touch:
help us to show his love,
in your Church as we gather together,
and by our lives as they are transformed
into the image of Christ our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 17: 5-10
Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
   and make mere flesh their strength,
   whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
   and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
   whose trust is the LORD.
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water,
   sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
   and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
   and it does not cease to bear fruit.
9 The heart is devious above all else;
   it is perverse—who can understand it?
10 I the LORD test the mind and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
   according to the fruit of their doings.

Psalm 1
Blessed are they who have not walked
 in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners,
 nor sat in the assembly of the scornful.
2  Their delight is in the law of the Lord 
   and they meditate on his law day and night.
3  Like a tree planted by streams of water
   bearing fruit in due season, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]   with leaves that do not wither, 
   whatever they do, it shall prosper.
4  As for the wicked, it is not so with them; 
   they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5  Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand 
   in the judgement, nor the sinner in the 
   congregation of the righteous.
6  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall perish.

1 Corinthians 15: 12-20
If Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain, & your faith has been in vain. 
15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ
—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

Luke 6: 17-26
He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. 
18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor,
 for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 ‘Blessed are you who are hungry now,
   for you will be filled.
‘Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22 ‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24 But woe to you who are rich,
   for you have received your consolation.
25‘Woe to you who are full now,
   for you will be hungry.
   Woe to you who are laughing now,
   for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.

Post Communion Prayer
Merciful Father, who gave Jesus Christ
to be for us the bread of life,
that those who come to him 
should never hunger:
draw us to the Lord in faith and love,
that we may eat and drink with him
at his table in the kingdom,
where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen.


We pray for the following: 
Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, Jonathan Fraser, Maisie, Liam, Mark, Louise, Andrew.

The Week Ahead
Tues 18th 7 for 7.30pm The Gathering in Marton Village Hall

Sunday 23 February – 2nd Sunday before Lent
9.30am    Holy Communion - Pulverbatch
  11am     Holy Communion - Longden
  11am     Holy Communion - Hanwood
    
[bookmark: _Hlk528227014]We pray for our Benefice: 
For those living in Longden, Longden Manor and Longden Common Lane 
Sun. 	St Ruthen’s Church & the PCC 
Mon. 	Longden Primary School
Tues. 	Longden Parish Council
Wed. 	Doctors, dentists, nurses
Thur. 	The widowed and bereaved
Fri. 	The Red Lion
Sat. 	Longden Village Hall. 


