
The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 26 January 2025
 Epiphany 3
Collect
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen
 
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law.
 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 
6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.’

Luke 4: 14-21
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.
15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
    to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’

Post Communion Prayer
Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
may your people, illumined by your word 
and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped,
and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.

We pray for the following: 
Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, Jonathan Fraser, Maisie, Liam, Mark, Louise, Andrew.

This week 
Mon 27th 7.30pm Hanwood PCC in Rectory + zoom
Wed 29th 2pm Pulverbatch PCC – Mrs I Morris Thurs 30th 10am Holy Communion  - Longden

Sunday 2 February – Presentation of Christ
11am       Sunday Praise - Annscroft
11am       Holy Communion  - Hanwood

[bookmark: _Hlk528227014]We pray for our Benefice: 
[bookmark: _Hlk22146832][bookmark: _Hlk16082595]For those living in Hook-a-Gate, Welbatch, Whitley, Exfords Green, Lower Common. 
Sun. 	Shrewsbury Foodbank Plus 
Mon. 	Local Councillors
Tues. 	Our MP & Shropshire Council
Wed.	Our neighbours
Thur. 	Local farmers
Fri. 	Hillside Nursery, Hook-a-gate
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sat.	The New Inn, Hook-a-gate

