CHRISTIAN AID
From Ian Ross;   tel: 860327
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2013 will be 12-18 May
CHRISTIAN AID AT CHRISTMAS
Would you help me - Ian Ross - to raise £200 so that our churches may help the work of Christian Aid in education? £172 would buy the gift of a teacher’s salary for four months in a remote Bangladeshi village.


If 10 people give me £20 each the traget has been reached.


If 20 people give me £10 each the tragert would be reached.


If 40 people give me £5 each the target would be reached.
CHRISTIAN AID AT PRAYER
Pray about just economies, tax and trade

Join us to pray for issues of fair trade and tax justice. The global economic crisis has highlighted how financial systems often favour the richest at the expense of the poorest. Christian Aid has a long history of campaigning for economies that are guided by justice and equality. 
Christian Aid prayer about tax

Lord Jesus, bringer of hope, in you is life, and the life is the light of all people. 

Your light shines in the darkness. 

We give thanks for all through whom your light shines 

And pray for an end to all secrecy that is life-denying. 

Sift out our laws and our lives with the light of your presence 

So that our aim is honesty and our measure is love.


Amen
Tax prayer points


i
The success of Christian Aid's tax campaign - Christian Aid estimates that commercial tax 

dodging costs the developing world $160bn per year in lost revenue.


ii
The people of Guatemala, they have one of the worst tax systems in the world - some 


families have just 2.5p a day to spend on food.


iii
The recognition that tax havens can damage the economies of poor countries.
Christian Aid's prayer for fair trade

As I enter the street market, wheel my trolley at the superstore,

leaf through a catalogue, or log on to the internet:.

Be with me and help me when I spend money.

Be with me and help me to see the market place as you see it 

As wide as the world you love so much. 

Be with us and help us to share the markets we share for all people. 

As we live under your steady gaze, so we can change, by your gracious love. 
Amen 
Trade justice prayer points


i
institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank to remove the economic conditions 


attached to loans and debt-cancellation



ii
reforms at the IMF, where the world's 50 poorest countries have less than 3% of the vote

iii
industries to develop in the developing world, creating jobs and opportunities

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

We are ordinary people from around the world standing up for humanity and human rights. Our purpose is to protect individuals wherever justice, freedom and truth are denied.

THE SHREWSBURY GROUP next meets Tues.20 November at 7.30pm in The Hobbs Room at the Shrewsbury Library when we Gordon Fyffe will talk about Amnesty in Schools.
The following are two of the cases Amnesty is pursuing. 
BAHRAIN
Last year 14 men were arrested and sent to prison by a military court for taking part in anti-government protests. One of these men is Abdulhadi al-Khawaja who spent 110 days on hunger strike in protest at their imprisonment.

One of the men, Al-Hur Yousef al-Somaikh, was released in April 2012 after his two-year sentence was reduced to six months. However we consider the 13 men who remain behind bars prisoners of conscience and are calling for their immediate release. 
On 4 September 2012 Bahrain’s High Criminal Court of Appeal up held their convictions. This is an outrageous decision and leaves them facing years behind bars.
'My father has risked his life to defend human rights. He may die an innocent man in prison. Demand his release before it is too late' – Maryam al-Khawaja
AZERBAIJAN
On 12 June 2012, 23 year-old activist and journalist Mehman Huseynov was arrested on bogus ‘hooliganism’ charges. We think he was targeted by authorities after highlighting human rights abuses during the Eurovision Song Contest. Although Mehmen was released on bail the evening after his arrest he faces five years in prison if convicted.







